
Walter F. Sheblessy House 
625 Evening Star Lane 
by Beth Sullebarger, 2011 
 
Description 
 
The Walter F. Sheblessy House is a Wrightian split-level house with a sprawling irregular 
plan and a strong horizontal orientation created by its low lines, deep roof overhang and 
contrasting surface treatments.  The house, facing north toward Evening Star Lane, is 
built on a hillside allowing for the basement to be partly exposed on the front and fully 
exposed at the rear and the west end.  The essential layout comprises a 1- to 1 1/2-story 
split-level brick and wood-frame structure on the west connected by a breezeway to a 
carport and a single-bay mother-in-law apartment on the east.  The core of the house 
breaks at a slight angle toward the street, creating a relaxed “V.”  The massing of the 
core is complex, consisting of three parts—a 1-story flat-roofed brick section near the 
center that contains the side entrance and kitchen; a 1 ½-story bedroom wing with a low-
arched roof with exposed beam ends, exposed brick basement and wood-frame upper 
floor; and a 1 ½-story living room on the rear where the two parts join.  The roof is 
pierced by a single wide chimney in the living room.  The exterior wall of the living room 
projects slightly and is completely glazed from floor to ceiling to take advantage of the 
views to the south.  The upper story of the bedroom wing cantilevers above a walkout 
basement at the west end and includes a small balcony at the southwest corner.  The 
upper story is clad in brown-stained horizontal wood siding at the bottom with vertical 
wood siding above, punctuated by grouped and banded square windows.  The 3 
windows on the front have 3 vertical panes; on the west end a ribbon of 5 windows 
includes single panes that alternate with 3 horizontal panes. The single-paned windows 
meet at the corners here and in a few other locations.  The rear also has various window 
configurations, including two large plate-glass windows flanked by narrow windows with 
4 horizontal panes on the basement level and casements on the upper level.  Like the 
bedroom wing, the 1-story brick kitchen portion has contrasting exterior surface 
treatments, with running bond on the bottom and header bond above, further 
emphasizing the horizontality of the design.   
 
Significance 
 
Completed in 1959, this house was designed and built by Walter F. (Fredric) Sheblessy 
(Cincinnati, 1910-1995) as his own home.  It is an excellent example of a split-level 
Modern house that reflects the influence of Frank Lloyd Wright, with its integration in to 
the landscape, its corner windows, contrasting wall materials and textures, dramatic 1 ½-
story full-glazed living room and large chimney.  To keep costs down, Sheblessy 
arranged with manufacturers to test experimental products.  The house has an 
innovative arched roof of laminated beams that he obtained from Rilco Laminated 
Products, which patented laminated beams in 1953.  The huge plate-glass window in the 
living room was the largest single piece of laminated plate glass in the US at the time.   
 
Educated at Hughes High School, Walter received a B.S. Arch. degree from the 
University of Cincinnati in 1932; and an M.S. Arch. from M.I.T. in 1933.  He practiced on 
his own from 1939 to 1942 and after World War II, specializing in engineering.  His 
father, John F. Sheblessy (Chicago, 1873-1939), was a very successful architect and 
refined designer, particularly of Roman Catholic churches and other institutions in 
Cincinnati and vicinity.  His brother, John B. Sheblessy (1907-1990) was trained as a 



Civil Engineer and had a distinguished career as a city planner. From 1943 to c. 1970, 
John was employed by the City of Cincinnati, during which time he authored the 1948 
master plan and laid out the original routes of I-75 and I-71.  The two brothers grew up in 
the family residence designed by their father at 3455 Morrison Avenue, now at the 
northwest corner of Evening Star Lane.  
 
 In the mid-1950s and 1960s, they created two subdivisions on land behind that home 
and named them the John Francis Sheblessy Memorial Subdivisions for their father.  
These subdivisions included the 3-acre Samuel and Mabel Taft estate, which fronted at 
3329 Morrison Avenue, next door.  The Taft home (demolished) was a large wood-frame 
mansion.  The Tafts were friendly with artist John D. Wareham, who was president of 
Rookwood Pottery.  He was also a prize-winning gardener and expert on iris and 
daffodils and created gardens on the Taft estate.   
 
After Mr. Taft passed away, Mrs. Taft invited Wareham to live in the house, and upon 
her death in 1932, left the house to him.  Wareham had little means to maintain it 
because Rookwood Pottery’s business was winding down, and the house fell into ruin.  
After his death in 1954, the Sheblessys bought the property, and laid out a new street 
named Evening Star Lane and 10 large lots.  The street was named by John Sheblessy, 
who enjoyed viewing the Evening Star in the western sky from the family residence.   
Walter Sheblessy’s own home was the first house to be built in the new subdivision.  He 
also designed the houses at 615, 640, 650, and 660 Evening Star, and 3323 Morrison 
Avenue.  630 Evening Star, which was built in 1960 for Dr. Robert and Anne Nurre 
Heidt, was based on a standard plan but tailored by Sheblessy. 
 
Environment 
 
Evening Star Lane is a narrow dead-end street that climbs a hill at the southwest corner 
of Clifton and overlooks the Mill Creek valley to the west.  625 Evening Star Lane is one 
of 9 houses on the lane, most or all of which were designed by Walter Sheblessy.  His 
own house at 625 occupies a prime site on the south side, affording it spectacular views.  
Stone garden walls remain on the property from the previous Taft estate. 
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